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Presidential Inauguration IsATime For PrideAnd Protest

President Davis relays her thoughts and ideas to the college community during the
celebration of her Inauguration.
By Christopher Chaney
Editor-in-Chief

'

On Friday October 2, Dr. Josephine
Dunbar Davis was inaugurated as the third
president of York College. The ceremony
followed a three day symposium on Global
^^£aHft^^inintheJ21st-Century.
The cost for these elaborate events were
made possible by a $25,000 grant from the
Kellogg Foundation. The event celebrated
the presidency of Davis, who is serving her
second year as the first African-American
as well as the first woman president in
CUNY.
"1 hereby invest in you the office of president," pronounced Edith P. Merritt, vicechairperson, Board of Trustees The City
University of New York. She designated
that the inauguration "marks the opportunity

for rebirth."
It was official. The inauguration ceremony provided a seal of approval on
Davis' reign and a worthwhile opportunity
for students to associate with visiting global leaders. It also provided a day of praise
and protest.
The event began with the Coronation
March of student and faculty members,
which was highlighted by the Parade of
Nations represented by students bearing the
flags of their homelands. The Coronation
March was followed by the introduction of
the illustrious Academic delegates and honored guests.
Dr. Leo A. Corbie, Vice-President of
Student Activities presided over the event
as master of ceremony. He stood atop the
York College auditorium stage, which was
adorned with flowers and the flags of the

Students express their opposition to the Inaugural celebration in a silent protest.
various nations. In the background were the
numerous special guests of the president,
who would eventually take the podium to
praise her.
The event proceeded without a hitch. But
there were many surprises to come.
The President's entrance took all by surprise as she proudly marched to the stage in
her stunning, red crimson cap and gown. She
received rousing applause from the audience
of approximately 1000 community members,
faculty and students.
The ceremony proceeded with the singing of the national anthem, followed by an
array of speakers—a few captivating, many
boring and some charismatic.
Rabbi Geoffrey Botnick conducted the
invocation, which provided some profound
words on the tasks of Davis' presidency.
Rabbi Botnick incorporated in his

prayer,"May she earn friendship, love and
admiration."
These are fitting words for a presidency
which has yet to gain the complete respect
of the whole college community. This was
evident from the absence of many faculty
members and the handful of students who
attended.
In fact, some students who attended adamantly protested the event. Seven students
stood up in silent protest when CUNY
Chancellor W. Ann Reynolds took the podium.
Reynolds stood stoicly at the podium as
she provided a history lesson on the presidency of York College. She was seemingly
unaware of the protest. There is also the
possibility that she chose to ignore the students, who stood boldly with fists raised.
Continued on page 10.

Enstooiment Provides Cultural Unity For York And Jamaica Community
By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter
On September 1, 1991, Dr. Josephine
Dunbar Davis made history by being the
first African-American woman to be appointed to the presidency of a senior college
of The City University of New York. On
October 3,1992, she made history again by
being the first Queen Mother enstooled at
York College.
The Enstooiment ceremony is a West
African tradition that symbolizes the induction of a new leader into the community he
or she will govern. Performed by members
of the African Poetry Theatre, inc., Davis'
Enstooiment provided the local community
with an opportunity to witness and participate in the customs of West African culture.
"I'd heard that an enstooiment was something African," said Ella Hersch, a registered nurse at a local hospital. "I wanted to
see for myself what it [the ceremony] was
really about."
Davis was ritually presented, along with

President Josephine Dunbar Davis displays a proud smile during her enstooiment as
the first Queen Mother of York College.
her entourage of family and college staff,
to the community and the reigning Queen
Mother of Adumorobe Aduri, Nana
Boakyewa Yiadom. As such, only she is
permitted to enstool a new Queen Mother.
After Davis' enstooiment, students from
the local community (elementary through
high school) provided entertainment. The
children performed traditional African

dances, sang gospel songs, and recited poetry.
"My friend was dancing today," said ten
year old Dawn Stewart, a student at a Manhattan elementary school. "So I came to see
her. She was real good."
Many people in the audience were impressed with the quality of the performances.
Most people seemed to enjoy the African

dancers the most.
"The children's performances were outstanding," said Hersch. "Especially the
African dancers. It's gratifying how much
they know about their heritage."
Furthermore, the exotic costumes entranced members of the audience.
"I liked the dancing and the drums," said
Stewart. "And I really liked the clothes everybody had on — they were really colorful and pretty."
Outside of the Auditorium vendors sold
cultural books, clothes and art.
"I've been in this business a long time,
and I'd never heard of an enstooiment, much
less seen one," said one vendor. 'T m happy
I got the opportunity to participate in something like this. I don't even mind the fact
that I haven't made any money. I think this
was worth it."
A few people admitted learning something at the ceremony.
"I learned what an enstooiment ceremony is," said Hersch. "I was reminded
Continued on page 10.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Paper Must Focus On Students Keep Students Better Informed
Dear Editor:

in the paper and what doesn't.
To substantiate what I'm saying, I wrote
Pandora's Box is the student newspaper a letter to the editor for the September issue
of York College. This paper, which has a of the Box. The letter addressed President
budget of at least $15,000 per semester, is Davis' seemingly insesitive attitude toward
fully funded from the students' association the financial crisis here at York by having
fees.
her $25,000 inauguration. Needless to say,
I will take the liberty to say that it is the my letter was very critical of the President.
best written, edited and laid out newspaper The editorial board edited my letter and I
in CUNY.
agreed with the edited version. However,
However, as far as being an advocate of their faculty advisor pulled my letter, saystudent issues, Pandora's Box runs a dead ing that it was libelous.
last in CUNY.
My question is what gives a faculty adThe paper tends to have as its main fo- visor the right to pull material from a stucus the issues and plans of the college's dent funded paper?
administration.
It is high time that Pandora's Box as"The President's Corner," which is the sumes the role of champion of student rights
column in Pandora's Box given to Dr. Davis here at York College. It is time for the Box
(York's President) to articulate college is- to follow the example of her sister newspasues, should not be printed in the student pers throughout CUNY and speak for, and
newspaper. York's administration has their support, the students. It is high time for the
own newsletter "The York College News." editors of the Box to come into their own.
Thats where all articles from the admin- Come out from under the shadow of the facistration and faculty should be published.
ulty advisor and make your own decisions
The editorial board of the Box, which is for God's sake.
comprised of only students, seem not to
have a mind of their own. They allow their Sincerely,
faculty advisor (whom I respect alot and Christopher Diaz
consider a friend) to determine what goes Student Senator - York Student Government

Dear Editor:

I am truly disappointed in the way President Davis handled the inauguration ceremonies last month. Although she claimed
that the ceremony was for the benefit of the
entire York community, students like myself were shamefully ignored.
Why is it that the administration was able Sincerely,
to publicize the inaugural events to people Allah Dorsey
across the country and around the world, yet English Major
was unable to adequately inform York's student body about the activities?
Didn't the President notice, or care, that
the audiences at her festivities were without significant student representation?
Christopher Chaney
By not actively attracting students to her
Editor-in-Chief
inauguration, Davis communicated a powerful message. She wanted, and needed, the
official recognition of her peers and the outside community. The sanction of the students was not a priority.
Editor
President Davis, you cannot circulate an
official statement and a program to the faculty, administration and staff, and believe
that you have done your part to inform the
CA.Watfcias
student body. You told the college comFeature Editor
munity that 'Love is a Collaborative Work
of Art' during your fall convocation, but you

r
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appear to have abandoned this idea when it
came to your inauguration.
Fellow students, do not be disheartened.
Hopefully the administration will see the
error of its ways and make a change for the
better. I pray that we'll see that day together.
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Pandora s Special Op-Ed Page
Pandora's Box Clarifies Editorial Policies For York Community
In the past year, there have been some
controversial articles and strong, critical letters published in Pandora's Box. On rare
occasions articles or letters have been edited to varying degrees — or excluded from
publication entirely. The criteria for editing or eliminating submitted material has
been based on solid journalistic rules, practices, and ethics.
Back in 1988, Pandora's published an
editorial policy statement that won an award
in the prestigious Newsday College Newspaper Contest. In order to clarify our current approach to letters, articles, and editorials, we have decided to print an expanded,
more graphic version of the original policy
statement. This should serve as a guide to
members of the college community who
wish to submit a letter or article to the newspaper. It should also inform readers about
the concerns and constraints that affect every staff-writen piece.
* The staff of Pandora's Box is dedicated to the concept of responsible journalism.
* Pandora's Box will report the news

from a neutral standpoint.
* Writers will refrain from interjecting
their personal opinion into an article, unless
it is an editorial (opinion pieces written and
approved by the editorial board) wherein the
opinions are well thought out and organized.
* If allegations are made, or only one
side of a controversy is offered in an interview for a news story, the reporter will attempt to balance these statements with documents, rebuttals, or additional investigation
of the issues.
* Readers disagreeing with articles or
editorial opinion should take the time to
write a responsible, well-considered letter
to the editor prior to publication at the end
of each calendar month in the academic
year. Call Pandora's Box for precise deadline dates.
* Letters to the editor will be reviewed
by the editorial board in an effort to assure
that they conform to Pandora's editorial
policy.
* If the letter meets the appropriate standards, so established in this document, it will
be printed as submitted with the exception

of light editing for proper grammatical usage or deletion of profane language. However, Pandora's reserves the right to edit
all letters.
* If the letter contains libel (the legal
offense of publishing or broadcasting a
story or letter in which a person's reputation is damaged by holding him or her up
to public ridicule, hatred, or scorn) or slander (a false tale -or report, or such tales or
reports collectively uttered with malice and
designed to injure the reputation of another),
it WILL NOT be printed.
* If any individual disagrees with the
decisions of the editorial board, he or she
should feel free to inquire as to the reasons
behind its decision. Any requests of this
sort will be granted and any related problems will be remedied to the extent possible.
* In the case of factual oversights, in
letters or articles, a corrections piece will
be printed on the editorial page of the issue
following the discrepancy.
* Letters, articles, ideas, and announcements are welcome from any facet of the
York community — Clubs, Organizations,

Opinion-Rock The Vote
By Jeanette A. Gyles
Political Comentator
College students are notrious for not exercising their right to vote. York College
students were randomly polled in a non-scientific survey to determine whether they had
voted in the past—and if they didn't, why
not? A good majority of the students did
not vote in the past because they believed
their vote would not count. They felt one
vote could not change the inequities within
this society and its government.
Most students would vote if they were
paid $5,000 to do so. The money would
give them something of perceived value in
return for the effort associated with voting.
However, students must vote because they
will get something of esthetic value-the
power to change the status quo.
When the individual casts a vote, that
vote becomes a part of a collective whole
that ultimately effects the nation. The aggregate votes of individuals elected former
President John F. Kennedy and his subsequent successor Lyndon B. Johnson. President Johnson worked with Congress to pass
education bills, to enact civil rights and antidiscrimination laws, and to appoint
Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court.
Non-voters, who argue that their votes
won't lead to change in government or
American life, negate the accomplishments
of venerable justices, advocates of civil
rights, and politicians working for a better
system. In order to advance the accomplishments of past advocates, individuals, especially ihosewJio were.once.di6eHfranehksedt •

The Editorial Board
Pandora's Box

LIBRARY
HOURS

must exercise their vote. Exclusion from the
voting process kept women and Blacks out
of the political process and thereby circumvented social calls for reform.
The disenfranchised were not only denied a means of controlling their government. They were also denied a voice.

MONDAYTHURSDAY
9-ll:00PM

"The voter's opinion, his voice, only
means something when [he] votes," said
Rodney Williams, President of Spirit Magazine.
Americans wishing to speak to the President and Congress must vote. Adrian
Charles, President of the Political Science
Club at York College, does this with his
vote. Since he is disgusted with the three
primary presidential candidates, Charles
will cast what he calls a "protest vote." He
will vote for Lenora B. Fulani, the AfricanAmerican female candidate. Certainly,
Fulani will not be the next President of the
United States. But, knowing this, Charles
will vote to express his opinion.
The American people continually complain about inadequacies and inequities
within this country. Yet, many do not
vote—a simple exercise requiring only literacy and an opinions. These individuals
claim the "system" doesn't value them or
their opinions. But, in forfeiting their vote,
they allow the inequities in the government
and the nation to continue.

VOTE!!!

Departments, Individuals, etc. The editorial
board will endeavor, to the best of its ability, to address these suggestions.
* No particular interest group or segment
of the York community will consciously be
given preferential treatment. This rule applies to students, administration, faculty, and
staff.
* If anyone finds that the aforementioned
policies are not adhered to by the editorial
board, he or she should express his/her concerns and present it to the board and the college community at large to the extent possible. This includes writng a letter to the
editor for future publication.
Pandora's Box is here to serve all factions of the York community and the editorial board remains open to any questions,
comments, or suggestions. It is the sincere
desire of the editorial board that all members of the college community utilize
Pandora's Box in a manner that will enhance the quality of the institution.

FRIDAY
9-5:30PM
SATURDAY
10-4PM

I
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Al Frazier Loses Senate Primary But Keeps On Fighting For Students
ByShariffA. Ali
Entertainment Editor
Aldolpus Frazier, head of the Financial
Aid department at York College, lost his
primary bid for the New York State Senate
in Queens County's 12th district.
Al Frazier has been involved in politics
for the past fifteen years. In 1980, he was
the Voter Regristration Coordinator for the
Carter-Mondale reelection drive. He was
also a delegate to the Democratic national
convention that same year. In 1984, Frazier
was elected as one of the district leaders in
Queens County.
This year, however, Frazier took a giant
step into the political arena by running for
State Senate. "My election came about
somewhat late," said Frazier. "The Queens
County designated Senator, Jerry Weinstein,
was to run in the 12th, but he had decided
not to at the last minute."
Mr. Weinstein's withdrawal from the
race left no democrat to vie for the senatorial seat. It was then that the Queens County
Democratic council met with some of the
District Leaders in Queens. This played an
influential role in Frazier's decision. Frazier
finally accepted the challenge in late July.
With less than eight weeks until election
time, Frazier put forth his best effort to win
in the 12th district.
Frazier has always been an advocate for
the rights of college students. In fact, one
of the reasons why Frazier ran was to make
the legislature more sensitive to the demands of higher education. Currently, New
York State's commitment to education for

Al Frazier, Head of Financial Aid, discusses his political career after primary.
grades 1-12 is 12th in the land.
Frazier felt that an individual who can
understand the needs of college students
should be somebody who has had hands-on
experience in the higher education field.
One of the major problems Frazier feels
college students face is the skyrocketing
cost of tuition. Tuitions have been climb-

ing nationally for the past eight years. In
the CUNY & SUNY systems, tuition has
almost doubled within the last three years.
"This cost increase is keeping students
from attending college, and it forces them
into difficult situations," said Frazier.
"While I feel that we could never return to
a tuition-free condition, we should try to

stop the ever-rising cost of tuition."
Besides tuition increases, Frazier felt he
should also address national health care,
affordable housing, teenage pregnancy
seminars, and more funding for AIDS research.
Frazier also believes that the lack of jobs
is a great problem in New York State. He
suggests that jobs in New York should be
channeled to state residents. "New York
should take care of it's own first," said
Frazier.
During his campaign, Frazier received
enormous support from students, faculty,
staff, and the voting community at large. A
good number of students came out for
Frazier and donated their time and energy.
Adrian Charles was among the students
fighting for Frazier. "(Basically) we collected signatures, handed out pamphlets
door-to-door, handled the mailing lists, and
got the community involved in regards to
who Al Frazier was and what he was about,"
said Charles, a Political Science major who
was one of twenty students who worked on
the Frazier campaign.
Christopher McCarthy, a recent graduate of York, also helped Frazier. "We also
handed out fliers to the community, placed
posters in store windows, placed information on bulletin boards in schools, and encouraged the public to get out and vote,"
added McCarthy.
Although Frazier did not win the senatorial seat, he has remained politically active and will continue to do so. After all,
Continued on Page 10

Late Study Hours-It's About Time! Success Despite Disappointment
By Roy A. Hamilton
Reporter

The York College library recently announced that it will be extending it's study
hours to 11PM Monday through Thursday
in order to accommodate evening students.
"It is wonderful to see something that
we've fought for come to fruition," said
Francis Davis, Evening Vice President of
York's Student Government(YSG). "We're
constantly told by the administration that
they are here for the students, and that they
are constantly trying to improve the academic atmosphere."
The question of extending the library
hours for late study has surfaced frequently
over the past year. However, due to the budgetary problems facing the college, it appeared that this request was not given much
consideration. But students insisted that this
was what they needed in order to enhance
their academic standings.
On May 20, 1988 students decided to
have a library sit-in in order to get their point
across. They remained in the library after
the official closing time of 9PM. This
prompted the administration to act quickly
on this matter. The administration called an
emergency meeting which included former
Vice Presidents Lewis Bodi and Barney
Leventino, former Chief Librarian
Benedetto DiRusso and former Dean
Vernon Haley. They decided to extend the
hours to 11PM.
Unfortunately, students did not take ad-

vantage of these new hours and the closing
time was cut back again to 8:30PM.
"The hours were cut because not enough
students supported the extension of the
hours at the time," said Stacie Caven, YSG
President. "Students have to take advantage
of the services offered by the college."
This year the extension of library hours
was granted as a result of student requests
and the support of student government. The
increase in library service was a particularly
momentous accomplishment considering all
the recent budget freezes and cutbacks facing York College.
A letter written by Stacie Caven, and
backed by Acting Vice President of Academic Affairs Carlos Molina and Chief Librarian Robert Machalow, changed the
whole situation. Caven's letter, addressed to
President Josephine D. Davis, expressed the
student body's desire to have the library
hours extended. Davis responded to the request with overwhelming support.
"Having the library open longer gives
students an opportunity to study away from
home," said Molina. "The more study time
students have,the better."
In order to expedite the change Davis
delegated the responsibility to Molina who
worked in conjunction with Machalow.
They studied ways of keeping the library
open without unnecessary expenditures that
would exceed budget allotments. Their decision was to have only the H-wing of the
library left open and a security guard present
Continued on Page 11

By Emile Hughes
Reporter
York's annual Graduate School Seminar,
sponsored by York Student Government
and the Student Activities office, was held
on October 20 in the Center Mall.
"Our objective for the past five years has
been to acquaint senior students with the
various aspects and advantages of attending
graduate school," said Jean Phelps, Assistant to the Director of Student Activities.
"We realized that some important needs of
students with graduate school aspirations
had to be met."
This year's Graduate School Seminar
takes on a special sense of importance and
immediacy. York's new Graduate School
Research Center opened up on October 20
to coincide with the seminar. And, for the
first time, the seminar was geared to include
a wider cross-section of students.
"I have a vision of the Graduate School
Seminar having far-reaching effects by going beyond its original mission, and attracting a wider cross-section of our student
population — as early as their freshman
year," said Susan Westfall, Coordinator of
Student Activities. "This approach will have
the effect of improving the overall academic
standard of the institution as the students
become focused and determined to earn
good grades early in their academic life. I
firmly believe that if you combine goal-oriented students with faculty members who
are committed, you will have a recipe for

success.
Robert Hudson, Vice President of YSG,
is an active member of both the committee
responsible for establishing the research
center and that of the seminar. He sees these
two entities as having a symbiotic relationship.
" The fact that the research center opened
on the day of the seminar is no coincidence",
said Hudson. "We couldn't have thought of
a more propitious moment."
Hudson also said that over 100 graduate
schools had been invited. However, several
mid-western and west-coast schools could
not attend due to the current state of the
economy.
"Notwithstanding such minor disappointments, there was good reason to be optimistic," said Hudson." The presence of the research center compensated in some areas."
York College's cadre of administrative
and academic representatives included Dr.
Esther Clarke of Development and Counseling, and Dr. Carlos Molina, Vice President, Academic Affairs. Molina's message
spoke to York College's unique student
population, which is made up largely of
working parents and diverse ethnic groups.
His emphasis was on the need for all graduates, especially women and minorities, to
strive to attain the highest possible educational goals. He sees this as necessary in
order for them to survive in an increasingly
competitive economic environment that is
suffering from the ravages of recession.
Continued on Page 11
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Students Urged To Show Compassion For HIV-Infected Persons
By Shawn Jones
Reporter
On October 6, Dr. Mary Barnwell(Health
and Physical Education) organized a enormously successful seminar on AIDS and
Tuberculosis at York. Outside of York,
Bamwell spends twelve hours a week
counceling HIV and AIDS patients.
Bamwell says that when a patient tests
positive for the HIV Virus, there is usually
a "intense fear" at first. Often the person
becomes deeply depressed. He/she wants
to keep their diagnosis private. Yet, there
is also a need to confide in someone who
that person can trust. Naturally, the person
will ask their physician many questions regarding the infection.
Most clinics offer HIV/AIDS counselling to help people make the necessary
changes in their lives and to adapt to their
situations. The counselling begins on a oneon-one basis. During these sessions the patient learns to disclose their feelings which
may include anger, hostility, depression etc.
"People, especially woman, react with
anger because they contracted HIV from a
partner who they trusted," said Bamwell.
"They also are distressed about telling their

family members."
During this initial period, counselors
must be careful about how they work with
an HIV/AIDS patient. "The patient can look
a counselor in the eye and say, 'You're not
the one infected,'" said Bamwell. "The person may feel threatened that the counselor
can not successfully relate to his/her situation because the infected person is the victim."
The patients are placed in groups starting with two and later more persons infected
with HIV. It is important that the patient
become group-orientated as soon as possible. This will help them to cope better.
"If we want HIV-infected individuals to
assume the responsibility of helping to prevent further spreading of the virus, and to
cope with their fears and emotions, we must
provide them with access to good health
care and psychosocial support," said
Bamwell. "These services will enable them
to change their lifestyle."
People who suspect they may be infected
with HIV should seek counselling immediately after exposure. The earlier a person
is diagnosed and receives medical treatment,
the better their chances for staying healthy
longer.

Students, as well as people in general, are
urged to develop skills to protect themselves
and to have compassion for those already
infected. It's not who you are that matters,
but what you do that puts you at risk for the
HIV-Virus.
According to Bamwell, one of the biggest misconceptions about HIV is that
people tend to think, "It's not going to happen to me." At the seminar, Dr. Rukeyser
(Health Science Center, Stony Brook) stated
that thus far in 1992, New York City has
reported 40,513 people diagnosed with HIV.
In Jamaica Queens, over a thousand cases
of AIDS have been reported. That's more
reported cases than in some states.
In New York State, AIDS is the number
one cause of death for men between the ages
of 25 and 49. AIDS is the number one cause
of death for woman between the ages of 20
and 39. One out of every two woman who
gave birth in the past two years passed on
the vims to their child. Every eleven minutes an AIDS death occurs. Every nine minutes another person is infected.
Many people are uncertain about the
definitions
of HIV and AIDS.
AIDS(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) is a condition caused by the

HIV(Human Immune Virus). Through
proper health and medicine precautions it is
possible for an HIV-infected person not to
become sick with AIDS.
HIV is sexually transmitted through direct contact of semen or vaginal fluid to
blood. These body fluids, along with breast
milk, contain enough T4 cells(a class of
white blood cells important in maintenance
of immune function) to pass on the virus.
HIV can also be transmitted through use of
dirty I.V. needles used by drug abusers.
"Unfortunately, too often HIV/AIDS information and education are not connected
with meaningful and adequate health and
social services at the community level," said
Barnwell. "Students desire knowledge
about HIV/AIDS. Thus, it remains for health
education professionals to address the students' needs."
The City University of New York mandates that each college within the system
plan and implement their own programs
with the purpose of providing education
about HIV/AIDS. The programs should be
available not only to students, but the entire college community.

New Multicultural Club Hopes To Create Ethnic Unity At York
By Fritz Mesadieu
Reporter
On October 16, the new Multicultural
Club held its first event, a luncheon
fundraiser. The club was formed to bring
various ethnic groups in York College together.
The fundraising event was planned in
order to entertain and educate the student
body. On the agenda was a screening of the
1991 movie "Mississippi Masala." It was an
appropriate film for the occasion because it
portrayed a romance that transcended African- American and Indian cultures.
The theme of the luncheon was carried
over to the menu. They served an array of
culturally diverse dishes that included Haitian fare like "Poulet Vertiere" and "Bouillon de Poisson," Spanish dishes like "Arroz
con Polio," Indian dishes like "Birianil," and
an Afganistan dish called "Faluda."
"You go four years to a college and you
don't really know much about each other
culture-wise," said Jamal Baksh, President
of the Multicultural Club. "We must try to

get people together."
The executive body of the Multicultural
Club is formed by people of various nationalities. The President, Jamal Baksh, is from
Guyana. Vice-President, Gloria Cato, is
American born, the Treasurer Olga
Lauriano is Italian, and Secretary Michael
Monfort is from the Caribbean island of
Martinique.
The Multicultural Club is open to everyone regardless of their ethnic background.
"This is a Multicultural Club," said Cato.
"It doesn't favor one type of culture."
According to Baksh, the theme of the
club is "Weaving of Frienship." In fact, the
club devised an eleven-step guideline for applying this theme. The first five steps of
their guideline works to unify students. This
will be done by promoting understanding
and learning in relation to various cultures.
At the same time, students will share each
other's differences and thus develop an open
mind. This will be their vehicle for providing a cross-cultural exchange of ideas.
The club hopes that this exchange of
ideas will make the York College commu-

nity a role model for the outside world.
They will implement this dialogue by holding debates on cultural issues that are relevant to today's world racial problem. Another objective is to establish a working
network of communication between York
and the outside community. The club plans
to ensure that their objectives become reality through strong fundraising.
A guideline that is very important to the
students of the club is to have a number of
collaborative fundraising events which involve other student clubs. The fundraising
events will come in various forms such as
parties and cultural fashion shows. They
hope that they all are as successful as their
luncheon which was attended by an audience of approximately one hundred students.
"I'm very pleased and happy about our
first event and the student response was beyond expectation," said Cato.
Besides the parties and fashion shows the
club has a major event planned for December 4, which will highlight all of their objectives. The club will present a "Salute to

Diversity" which they have termed as their
"Understanding and Appreciation" project.
"This project will allow us to learn from
each other, to learn each other's rituals and
values," said Baksh. "It is a cultural sharing."
One fellow student leader and club member is in awe of the aspirations of the
Multicultural Club.
"The Multicultural Club has a promising
future," said Pamela Rajkumar, President of
the Women's Club. "It will be a great opportunity for students, even staff, to understand each other and appreciate other cultures."
If you are interested in joining this newly
formed club, there are membership forms
available in the Women's Center on the
third floor, the Student Activities office, and
the Political Science/Psychology Department. The forms can also be returned to any
one of these locations or to the Multicultural
mailbox located in the Student Activities
office.
Welcome Multicultural Club and good
luck!

Chlamydia Lecture Highlights Little-Known Social Disease
By Renata Jablonska
Reporter
On October 13, the Women's Club sponsored a lecture on a little known, but all-toocommon sexually transmitted disease —
Chlamydia.
"In America each year, three million diagnosed cases of Chlamydia are reported
and around 1.5 million cases go unreported," said Pat Hinds, Director of Infections and Control Unit In the Lincoln Medi-

cal and Mental Health Center.
Chlamydiae are groups of microorganisms somewhere in size between bacteria
and viruses. They can cause a wide range
of infectious diseases in a woman's body.
These diseases include: infertility, urethritis,
endometritis, and PAD (Pelvic Inflammatory Disease). In men, untreated Chlamydia can develop into epidimitis, protestitis,
and urethritis.
"Unfortunately, Chlamydia can go unno-

ticed for a long time before serious complications develop," said Hinds.
There is also a special test required to
detect Chlamydia. Routine tests for other
sexually transmitted diseases do not sufficiently show off Chlamydia's germs.
"It is very dangerous that the public is
so poorly informed abut this important disease," said Pamela Rajkumar, President of
the Women's Club. "With this lecture we
would' like' to increase the York College

community's knowledge of Chlamydia. We
want to particularly alert those who may
already be infected."
Chlamydia may be transmitted by intimate sexual contact or through the birth process.
"At the beginning, Chlamydia may be
symptomless," said Hinds. "However, if
any symptoms appear they can be as
Continued on Page 10
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Nineteen-Year Old York Beauty Crowned Miss Guyana/USA '92
By G. A. Watkins
Feature Editor
The Tuesday mid-day frenzy errupted as
usual. No class would be in session for the
next two hours. I would need privacy. So I
locked the door to Pandora's Box.
Sitting beside my desk was a tall, beautiful, dark-skinned young lady. Before I
could speak there was a knocking on the
door. With a charming smile she nodded for
me to go answer it.
As I held the door ajar, my friend, who
just stopped by to pay me a courtesy call,
poked her head inside the office. Then she
withdrew with a sense of surprise.
"I didn't know you knew her. She's a
smart sister," my friend whispered, referring
to my guest in the office. "She's definitely
going to make it!"
What my friend did not know about the
young lady who sat patiently waiting at my
desk was that, in a way, she had already
made "it." Faye Garrett, 19, had won the
Miss Guyana/USA 1992 beauty pageant on
September 12. She is the current reigning
queen.
"Really!" my friend beamed when I divulged the good news to her. "You're serious? How come I never hear her talk about
it?"
On stage Garrett may have flaunted her
beauty, charm and grace. But, away from
the spotlights, it is her humble demeanor
that actually highlights those same qualities.

Faye Garrett displays the grace, charm and beauty that won her the crown.

Born in New Amsterdam, in the county
of Berbice, Guyana, Garrett first attended
Trinity Street Prep School in New
Amsterdam. Then she moved to
Georgetown, where she attended Stellar
Marris Primary School. In 1988 she went
on to St. Joseph High School, also in

Georgetown. One year later, Garrett migrated to the United States. She completed
her high school education at Canarsie High.
"I guess after taking part in so many talent shows at Canarsie High, modelling just
became a natural part of me," the young
beauty suggested.

But Garrett does have other interests.
"Back in St. Joseph I used to do a lot of debating," she recalled. "I love public speaking."
This, of course, explains why the beauty
queen is a York College Political Science
major with a concentration in Law. Garrett
said after Law School she hopes to get into
politics in her native homeland.
"I would like to someday become the
first female president of Guyana," said
Garrett.
Garrett credited the closeness and support of her family for her strength of character and self-confidence. "But victory in
the contest has definitely boosted my confidence in myself," she admitted. "1 may not
be able to do a lot to advance the popular
Guyanese culture, but, as a cultural ambassador, I will try."
By 1:30PM, the interview had been interrupted uncountable times. Garrett was
half an hour behind her schedule. Yet, her
composure remained calm, and her smile
even more congenial.
"There need to be more Guyanese directly involved in the pageant," said
Garrett. "A sense of pride develops from us
working together."
The young pageant queen would also like
to encourage her peers to take part in future
contests. The entry criteria call for applicants to be single, 18 to 25-years old, childContinued on page 9.

York's Guyanese Students Speculate About New Leaders At Home
By G. A. Watkins and Jamal Baksh
Feature Editor and Guest Columnist
On October 5, Dr. Cheddie Jagan, leader
of the Peoples Progressive Party (PPP) of
Guyana, proved himself the people's choice
in this country's presidential elections. He
was elected as the new president, bringing
an end to almost two and a half decades of
dictatorial rule by the ousted People's National Congress (PNC) government, headed
by defeated president Desmond Hoyte.
Jagan's election, and speculation about
what the future may hold for this economically troubled South American nation under his leadership, has become a much
talked about issue within the Guyanese subcommunity at York College. The prevalent
concern here is whether or not all Guyanese,
inspite of ethnic background, would support
the newly elected president Jagan in his
promise to bail the country out of its current economical, political and social turmoil.
"I hope the African-Guyanese and the
Indian-Guyanese, in particular, could all
work together and create a better Guyana,
instead of fighting against each other," said
Pattie, an Economics major who was born
in Guyana of Indian descent.
"I think it was the fairest election ever
in the political history of the country since
independence," recalled Benjamin
Draepaul.
This fairness was credited to a new voters list that was put together by several Caribbean countries, in collaboration with an
independent electoral commission, and

overseen by former United States Democratic president Jimmy Carter, a major
player in Third World politics.
For the first time in twenty-six years, the
people of Guyana had the opportunity to
select their favorite candidate from a multiparty offering. Among the parties that contested in the elections were: the ousted PNC,
historically the vanguard party of the 45%
Black and Mixed, and the 4% Amerindian
populations; the PPP, representing the majority of the Indian population; the Working Peoples Alliance (WPA), founded by
internationally renowned African-Guyanese
historian and scholar the late Dr. Walter
Rodney; and several US-based political parties, such as the Union of Guyanese Nationals, and the United Workers Party.
According to popular belief, the PPP's
landslide victory of 27, 041 votes over its
major opponent, the PNC, is due primarily
to race difference. However, this speculation now becomes questionable, if not totally discredited, in light of the new
government's racial structure. Dr.Cheddie
Jagan is an Indian-Guyanese. His appointed
Vice-President and Prime Minister Sam
Hines, along with other cabinet ministers,
is African-Guyanese. There are also two
ministers of Portuguese descent.
Racial discrimination, however, had indeed been a key factor in the making of
Guyana's political history for many decades. Prior to 1955, the PPP was a patriotic front embracing all the ethnic groups
in the country, as they struggled to liberate
their proud nation from the yoke of British

colonialism. The party's leaders then were
Dr. Cheddie Jagan, L.F.S. Burnham ( African-Guyanese), and Peter D'Guiar
(Portuguse-Guyancse), all of whom were
Oxford educated.
Pitted against each other by imperialist
forces, the party in 1955 split into two factions: the pro-capitalist PPP, headed by
Burnham, and the pro-communist PPP,
headed by Jagan (then a staunch Marxist
ideologue). But, when Jagan won the national elections and became the country's
first Prime Minister in 1955, preaching his
communist doctrine, Burnham decided to
draw a clear distinction between the two
party factions by renaming his the PNC.
Both leaders would run the following
election campaign in 1964 strictly on the
advocation of racial prejudice. Realizing,
however, that Jagan would defeat him on
that ground, due to the fact that Indians outnumbered Blacks, Burnham allegedly solicited the aid of the CIA and rigged the votes.
The PNC, therefore, won the elections and
assumed the highest office in the land.
"The Burnham dictatorship crept up on
us like a thief in the night, manipulating racial differences much in the same way the
old plantocracy used to pit those in the
"nigger yard' [Blacks] against those in the
"coolie yard' [Indians]," wrote Dr. Walter
Rodney.
L.F.S. Burnham is long dead and gone.
Dr. Cheddie Jagan is once again at the reins
of the racially divided Guyanese nation. On
board with him now is a broad cross-section of highly qualified and competent

Guyanese to whom race is secondary lo the
country's urgent need for economic revival
and social stability.
The road to full recovery is long and
shaky. But, a positive step in the right direction has aready been taken. Like all other
Guyanese, those of us here at York are hoping the new government will stick to its
chartered course.

Tuesday 12-2PM
Rm 1CO4
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Bearden's Mixed-Media Art Showcased At York Gallery
By Eleanore Allen-Aniton
Special Reporter
A mixed-media exhibition of works by
renowned artist Romare Bearden, the African-American Collagist/Painter who died in
1988, premiered at York College's Art Gallery on September 23 and ran through October 21.
"A Celebration of The Arts-The Bearden
Collection was a fitting kick-off to the inaugural celebration honoring Dr. Josephine
D. Davis, third President of York College,"
said Professor Elena Borstein. "The York
College Art Gallery offers a wonderful opportunity to experience the works of worldfamous artists, and presents role models for
students."
Bearden's exhibit presents a strong sense
of vibrant colors that enhance his work.
And it has that one motion one can almost
hear.
"Bearden has gained prominence in the
past two decades through his artistic
achievements as a Collagist," wrote Lowery
S. Sims of the Metropolitan Museum. "As
a Cubist in the strict sense of the word, he
breaks forms, using color to complement
rather than to describe the forms. Bearden
had an acute sense of the underlying abstractness."
Besides Bearden's current exhibit, York
College also owns an important piece of
Bearden's legacy, which is on display in the
library.
"Among Bearden's finest works is the
tapestry Recollection Pond, now located in
York College's library," wrote Johnnie

Students admire the talents of renowned artist Romare Bearden. His work is
showcased in an exhibition at the York Gallery.
Stanfield, Art History student. "It was purchased prior to this death as part of the art
works for the new academic core. The tapestry was actually executed by Gloria Ross
under Bearden's direction in 1979. Woolen
thread is used in creating the design and it
is 5'U" x 6'7" in size."
The displayed collection was contributed
by various art collectors. The exhibit was
organized by Dorothy Mclntyer of Public
Relations and the Department of Fine and
Performing Arts of York College. Professor Elena Borstein, Coordinator of Fine
Arts, was consultant to the exhibit, along
with Dr. Jane Schyler, art historian; Richard Harvey, Technical Advisor; and Arthur

Jenille's Restaurant and the Bamboo Lounge
(Rated #1 In Queens by a Leading Food Critic
RESTAURANT (718) 657-8640
LOUNGE (718) 659-9111
A
THE RESTAURANT*
Daily Lunch Specials
Mon. To Fri. 11-2p.m.
•Lunch special extended to 4pm for York Students with ID.
Jamaican Menu
Jerk Chicken • Brown Stewed Chicken • Escoveitched Fish
Curry Chicken • Brown Stewed Fish • Steamed Fish
Steak • Stew Beef • Curried Goat • Cow Foot • Oxtail
Pepper Steak * Shrimp • Lobster
SOUP
Beef, Cow Cod, Red Pea, Gugo, Goat Head
CHINESE MENU
Beef with Broccoli
Sweet and Sour Chicken
Chop Suey • Fried Rice * Lo Mein
RESTAURANT HOURS
MONDAY - THRU SATURDAY 11:00 AM -10:00 PM
SUNDAY 12:00 - 9:00PM
LOUNGE HOUR
HAPPY HOUR: Mon. - Fri. 4:00 - 7:00p.m.
Free Hors D'oeuvres
Satellite Dish On Premises
Sunday - Saturday
12Noon - until

Anderson, Associate Professor of Art.
Romare Bearden was a Collagist/Painter
who artistically manipulated pieces of photography and colored paper, creating a reputation for himself as the nation's foremost
collagist. Bearden's 1981 Retrospective
Exhibition at the Brooklyn Museum re :
vealed that from 1970 to 1980 he made 342
collages, 128 oils on paper, 24 drawings, 25
prints, five tapestries, four murals and mosaics, illustrations for film, theater, magazine covers, book jackets, banners and quilts.
In addition, Bearden received artistic recognition and financial rewards. Eventually
he was singled out in the artistic community
as one of its favorite Black artists.

President Carter honored Bearden and
nine other visual artists in 1980, and President Reagan awarded him the National
Medal of Arts in 1987.
His works are in the collections of every
major museum in New York City, as well
as more than a dozen across the country. He
was a member of the American Institute of
Arts and Letters and was on the Board of
the New York Sate Council of the Arts.
Many members of the York College
community attended the exhibit which drew
a wide range of reactions. "The present exhibit at York gives us another view of
Bearden's inventiveness," said Anita Dottin,
senior art student. "Besides his innovative
collage technique, it's mystifying how he
was able to make oil on paper look like water color."
Ransford Stewart, Elementary Education
student, saw another side of Bearden's genius. "First, viewing the work of Romare
Bearden, I could not see the significance.
However, after spending more time observing the paintings, I was able to appreciate
the magnificent way in which he did his art
work using collage and oil paint.
Bearden's art work depicts the Black experience, and this is of utmost importance
to me, as an African-American. His work
as a collagist has inspired me to develop a
love for artists and their work. I believe that
his work is of great importance to all African-Americans and the York College Community in particular."
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ENTERTAINMENT
Saraf ina! From Stage To Screen The Struggle Continues
By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter

Sarafina!
CAST: Lelita Khumalo, Whoopi Goldberg,
Miriam Makeba, John Kani
GENRE: Political Musical (Rated PG-13)
DIRECTOR: Darrell James Roodt

Critics have questioned whether the
movie version of Sarafina! does justice to
the thousands of South African children who
were detained, tortured or killed in 1976
when they protested apartheid.
Not only does this film appropriately
honor those courageous protesters, it virtually celebrates them with vibrant acting,
powerful songs and explosive dance routines. Musicals rarely translate from stage
to screen. But this film does it with a vengeance.
Whoopi Goldberg reclaims her African
roots in a proud performance as the inspired
teacher, Mary Masembuko. However, she
never stops being Whoopi. Building on her
newfound fame as an actress with some
singing talent, demonstrated in her hit movie
"Sister Act," she sings and dances in an inspiring rendition of The Lord's Prayer.

II

Sarafina (Lelita Khumalo) discusses change in South Africa with Mary
Masembuko (Whoopi Goldberg).
Then, to prove that the movie is just as potent without her, she disappears entirely
from the action after her character is arrested
for teaching the students about their heritage.
The focal point becomes a radiant Leleti
Khumalo who reprises her title role of a
schoolgirl. She originated the part five years
ago when Sarafina! was produced on
Broadway. Khumalo and most of the cast
do come across as too old to be playing children. But they have maintained the excite-

ment of the Soweto kids who brought their
story to the stage.
In a backstage documentary about the
Broadway production of Sarafina! (Nigel
Nobel's 1989 "Voices of Sarafina!"), one
of the most moving scenes is when the
young cast is united with South African
singer Miriam Makeba. Makeba is a powerful presence in the new movie. She
poignantly plays Sarafina's mother,
Angelina, who is forced to live apart from
her children as a servant in a white house-

hold.
John Kani, usually seen in strong roles,
is cast as the school principal who kowtows
to the white authorities.
This expensive production is creatively
directed and has lots of rousing music. It
features jazz trumpeter Hugh Masekela.
The movie was filmed in the Soweto
township where the race riots occurred. It
strives to offer history for the whole family. But it should be mentioned that the film
contains violence—including a long sequence of child torture—which may prove
too strong for younger audiences without
parental guidance. Yet, the beautiful dance
routines by Michael Peters (the choreographer of Michael Jackson's Thriller and Beat
It videos) are superb.
This is not like other cinematic treatments of apartheid, such as "Cry Freedom"
or "A Dry White Season." It's told from a
Black point of view, and there's not a positive white character to be found.
Many of those in front of the camera
were actual participants in the student resistance, which was credited, in part, for the
release of jailed African National Congress
leader Nelson Mandela.
"Hopefully, one day, these children will
become leaders of the country that they have
fought for," said Mbongeni Ngema, writer
of the original story. "There is nothing that
cannot be overpowered that is unjust in the
world."

Mother Courage" Fights War And Confusion Columbus Sinks

Mother Courage and her children-(L. to R.) Christopher Chang, Gloria
Lowery-Terell and Brett Crenshaw.
By Lisa A. Freeman
Reporter
Mother Courage And Her Children. By
Berthold Brecht. Adaptation by Eric
Bentley. Directed by Barbara Nickolitch.
Art design by Henrietta Michaelson
(Mantooth). Costumes by Carolyn
Rheinhardt. Lighting by Tim Callery. At
the York College Theater, 94-45 Guy R.

Brewer Blvd.
When it comes to confusion and hidden
motif, Bertolt Brecht's "Mother Courage
and Her Children," directed by Barbara
Nickolich, immediately comes to mind.
This play is anything but clear. Was it a
comedy, drama, musical or what? Perhaps
it was a 'musical dram-edy'.
* The' drifma'chronicles the lifte'of a"Vdn-

teen woman,"Anna Fierling, better known
as Mother Courage (Gloria Lowery-Terell),
from 1624 to January ! 636 during the Thirty
Years War. She earns a living following the
army selling war goods and food to the soldiers. She and her children survive as best
they can in the social and economic system
of their times.
Mother Courage grows an attachment to
the war, seizing every opportunity for profit.
She sacrifices her role as a mother to capitalize on her role as a trader. As the war
nourishes her business, she feeds it her children one by one.
When the Catholic army captures her
son Swiss Cheese (Christopher Chang), she
has only minutes to save his life and pay
the price on his head. Instead, she wastes
over time haggling the sale of her wagon and
goods, resulting in Swiss Cheese's death.
Unfortunalely, the action in this scene
was muddled. Mother Courage searches
her wagon for something — possibly a new
script. Apparently, she did not find it.
Enter Yvette, the "war-whore,"who only
adds to the confusion. She runs off and on
stage acting as financial liaison between
Mother Courage and the prospective buyer.
Continued ox page 9

By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter
1492: Conquest of Paradise
CAST: Gerard Depardieu, Sigourney
Weaver, Armand Assante, Angela Molina.
Michael Wincott
GENRE: Epic Adventure (Rated PG-13)
DIRECTOR: Ridley Scott
In 1492: Conquest of Paradise, it takes
Columbus, played by Gerard Depardieu,
more than two-and-a-half-grim hours to discover and confront the New World. Well,
it just wasn't worth the time or effort.
The latest Columbus film has very little
to say. It doesn' t add much to our schoolday
knowledge of Columbus, and the New
World is simply not very interesting cinematically. The thing that makes 1492 a bit
intriguing is that it touches on Columbus'
later years when he died broke and discredited.
Little is known about Coiumbus's early
life. But, primarily, 1492 tells us that he was
a dreamer and a visionary. No surprises
there! And with Depardieu yelling in a
Continued on page 11
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What All Students Need To Know About The WAT Guyanese Beauty
By Baraka Dorsey
Reporter
When the Writing Assessment Test
(WAT) is mentioned, York students tend to
cringe. Some students charge that the recent report on failure rates for the CUNY
Writing Assessment Test doesn't take into
account the cultural bias built into the exam.
"I feel the test is culturally biased," said
Christopher Diaz, Student Senator of YSG.
"They frown on the British style of writing,
which is what people from the Carribbean
are taught. The British style of writing encourages longer sentences, which is the opposite of the American style."
. In an effort to shed some light on the
mystery surrounding the WAT, Professor
Charles Coleman agreed to answer students' biggest questions about the test.

What Is The Writing Assessment Test?
The CUNY Writing Assesment Test, like
all other tests, is intended mostly as a placement measure for entering freshmen and
transfer students. Each individual college
decides whether, and how, they want to use
these placement tests in their developmental sequences. Most campuses, including
York, use the WAT as the exit criteria from
remedial development to freshman composition.
How Is The Test Scored?
The test is scored holistically. That
means we read it, but do not mark it. We
read it with the idea of: is there a good sense
of development, of organization, and is there
general control of the grammar and sentence
features of School English. The minimum
passing score is a combined score of 8, and
the test is read by two readers. If each reader
gives it a 4, then it gets the minimum passing score of 8 and the student goes to English 125. If one of the readers gives it a 3,
and the other gives it a 4, then it goes to a
third reader.
If the third reader gives it a 4, then the
two 4' s count and it passes. If the third
reader gives it a 3, then the two 3's count
and it stays at 6. Those who get a combined
score of 6 go to English 115.
For incoming freshmen, even a score of
5 gets a third reader because that's the difference between going to English 100 or
115. Incoming freshmen who get a combined score of 4 will be in either English 100
or the ESL sequence.
Who Scores The Test?
Professors in the English department do
the reading. That would include adjunct faculty who are trained to read the test.

Is the WAT Culturally Biased?
Yes, the test is culturally biased. However, even if it weren't, the statistics for
passing and failing would not change.
There are cultural biases in all testing—
it's impossible to make a test without some
cultural biases. But, if you cleaned all that
up, I still don't believe the statistics of those
incoming students that fail would change
significantly. The dialects that many students come here with are very different from
Academic dialects. That's not a put-down.
The dialects are just different. To the degree that students say that cultural bias is

why they fail, they are mistaken.
What Is The Most Common
Mistake Students Make?
It would appear the majority of the papers that get 6 or below are based more on
the language features than on organization
and development.
Why Do You Believe So Many
Students Fail the Test?
There are a few reasons why so many
students fail the writing assessment test.
One, and I think the most important reason,
is poor preparation in high school. I don't
want to get into teacher bashing because
there are teachers who are genuinely interested and generally try to get the message
across.
Another important reason is that it is very
difficult to write, in 50 minutes, an essay
under pressure that you know somebody is
going to grade.
Students who fail, in my opinion,.are too
tightly focused on getting past the test and
need to broaden their focus on learning to
read and write better, period. York is the last
of the four year colleges. So we get the largest number of students who need developmental, remedial work. I think that approximately 70% of our entering students are in
developmental reading and writing. That
includes up to English 115, which is a
course that leads into freshman composition.
One of the biggest problems for students,
in any school, is seeing the test as a way of
indicating proficiency and competency in
writing.
My strongest suggestion is to stop avoiding teachers who require you to write. Once
you pass English 115, and then you squeak
through English 125, you hear it all the
time;—"I never, ever have to take English
again!" I take that to mean "I'm never happy
taking a course where I am responsible for
the way that I write."
What is "Academic English?"
Academic English is a dialect. On one
level, there are certain grammar conventions. On another level, there are certain
ways of presenting an argument and making a comparison/contrast. The grammar
conventions and the discourse conventions
are typical of Academic dialect.
There are also subsets of the dialect. For
example, newspaper editorials are written in
Academic English. Jimmy Breslin writes
in Academic English, but it is certainly not
the same dialect I would use to write a paper for a law journal. So, it's Academic
English, but it's a subset of the dialect.
The reason it's important for me to say
Academic English is a dialect, is I don't
want to place it in an inherently superior
position to any other kind of English. But,
at the same time, I believe that if you make
a commitment to get a college degree,
you're making a commitment to master
Academic English. You don't have to trade
in your old dialect if you don't want, but you
do, at least, have to be able to go back and
forth between the two.
How Can A Student Best Master
Academic English?
Students who come here as readers, even
if they have problems, get it together much
faster than students who don't read. Reading gives you the context of looking at Aca-

demic English and its different dialects.
If You Had The Power To Change
The Test, What Would You Do?
If I had the power to change the test, I
would allow more time and make it a two
hour exam.
I would give some alternatives to the
agree/disagree format, possibly for more
open-ended writing where you can respond
in other ways besides agree/disagree.
Having said that, I don't believe, statistically, it would change a whole lot in terms
of the percent passing or failing. When we
had the Writing Proficiency Test as a provision for graduation, of all the juniors and
seniors taking that test, 50% of them failed
it the first time they took it. And that was a
two hour test, and had much more openended questions. So, I don't think my suggestion, in and of itself, would dramatically
increase the pass/fail rate. The problem is
not just the time, it's many other things.
How Could The College Better
Help Students Pass?
The WAC—Writing Across the Curriculum movement. The goal there is to get
every discipline and subject area to have one
or more writing intensive courses. So it
would be impossible for you to major in occupational therapy, physical education or art
and not have in your discipline a course
where you are responsible and accountable
for the writing that you do.
And that, in my opinion, needs to be formalized. Right now, it's informal. Many
teachers do it, but it needs to be institutionalized.
If we accept students who are
underprepared, which is fine, then we have
an obligation to make sure we have something institutionalized to deal with the fact
that they're underprepared. And there's a
lot more we can do.
Is This Problem Unique to York College?
As chief reader of the WAT at York College, when I go to conferences and I read
essays from other CUNY schools' WAT
exams, I can't tell York students from any
others. So our problems are not isolated.
They're widespread.
What Recommendations Do You
Have For Students Taking The Exam?
Don't drink any coffee or caffeine before
the test!
You have an hour, so my strongest recommendation is to get something written in
30 minutes and spend the rest of the time
checking it over. I would even recommend
reading it backwards, because you are then
forced to look at every word and punctuation mark.
I can't prove this, but I suspect that we
could improve the pass/fail ratio if we could
convince the students to spend less time
getting the essay written and spend more
time editing.
My observations tell me that students
who are still writing when the test is over
fail at a higher rate than students who have
time to check it over five or six times. Good
Luck!
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less, to have a High School Diploma, and
to have at least one Guyanese parent.
According to Garrett, the contestants
usually go through a training program that
enlightens them about their roots and culture.
"Speaking of roots," she reminisced, retrieving her handbag. "I really miss the good
old days of home."
Miss Guyana/USA now lives in Brooklyn, New York. But home for Miss Faye
Garrett will always be Guyana.

"

Mother Courage

"

Continued
tinued from page 8.
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Her breathless attempt to update the situation proves to be a mere gesture. The distorted languge of the script only adds to the
twisted action of the scene.
While we are on the topic of twisting,
Kattrin (Karen C. Jones), Mother Courage's
daughter, convoluted her body in a painfully
sad death scene. In the earlier scene, Kattrin
receives the mutilating injury that destroys
any potentiality of marriage and children
while on a business errand for her mother.
Frustrated by her scars, she decides to sacrifice her life to save her mother from the
charging Catholic army.
Eilif (Brett Crenshaw), her favorite son,
was put to death for stealing cattle to feed
the soldiers during peace time. Much to the
credit of his mother, he is a survivalist who
took great measures, to fulfill his obligations
to his fellow soldiers.
Kattrin and Swiss Cheese's early demise
was a moral pattern of punishment — as victims of their mother's guilt.
The Protestant Chaplin (Roger Drysdale)
brought some humor to the disjointed play.
He interjects wit where tension exists, acting as an adhesive to the performance.
While at times the cast seems misdirected
and stumbles on lines, their efforts to bring
across a believable performance of the epic
chronicle should not go unnoticed.
What cannot also go unnoticed are the
unexpected instances where various cast
members break out in wavering voices of
song or sing-song speeches — neither are
effective. Crenshaw appeared to be reluctant to sing — who blames him?-- while others just missed their notes completely.
Henrietta Mantooth, art designer, created
abstract designs on the stage floor, which
invite the viewer to take from it what one
may. However, the designs are clearly visible only when the stage lights are down
and blue spotlights 'punches-up' the camouflage floor.
Modern-day images of war linked with
a script written during the seventeenth century bring forth a picturesque blend. Nonetheless, the use of U.S. Army uniforms for
both the Protestants and Catholics, along
with doubling cast roles as soldiers from
both armies, makes it difficult to follow the
action.
If Nickolich hoped to make the audience
relate this baroque ideology to today's capitalist society, she was taking a courageous
gamble—especially in presenting the play
in the mist of economic despair and political warfare.
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Presidential Inauguration Is A Time For Pride And Protest
Continued from page 1.
They held protest signs for the full extent
of her speech.
The students indicated that the protest
targeted both Reynolds and Davis. This
was evident in some of the signs which read
"Celebrate education not egotism," "Results
of Reynolds CPI (College Preparatory Initiative) 1991 163,000 minority CUNY students, year 2000 0(minority CUNY students), "$25,000 for inauguration $0 for students".
"It's obvious that it took a lot of effort
to get money for the inauguration from
Kellogg, but why couldn't they invest the
same resources in getting aid for students
who had financial difficulties and couldn't
return to school this semester," inquired
Adrian Charles, President of the Political
Science Club, who took part in the protest.
The student protesters saw no value in
the three day symposium or the inaugural
ceremony. And they sarcastically commented on the rescheduling of classes to fit
the event schedule.
"I think it was appropriate that we partially missed classes (during the week of the
symposium) because class sections are constantly being cut and eliminated at York,"
said Jose Cinque, Minister of Information.
The protest created a bit of commotion
throughout the audience, but it didn't disturb many because of its quiet nature.
"We chose that form of protest to show
maturity in our action and not let the enemy
take advantage of any tactical mistakes that
might have occurred. Such as making Dr.
Davis seem to be a victim of these unruly
radical students," said Cinque.
The protesters stated that they wanted to
make it clear that their statement was pur-

poseful.
"(The purpose of our protest was) not
only to allow students to attend school because of financial problems, but for officials
involved in higher education to understand
the plight of students at York College as
well as CUNY," said Charles.
Charles' and Cinque's statements evoked
deep criticism of the Davis' presidency, but
others during the ceremony had nothing but
praise.
Dr. Larraine R. Matusak, Program Coordinator of the Kellogg Foundation and
keynote speaker applauded Davis' character and defined the talents of leaders of the
new leadership for the 21st Century.
She depicted the struggles that Davis
would encounter and overcome as a leader
instilling a new way of doing things.
"Forget our old tired command and control ideas about leadership,"said Matuzak.
"She (Davis) will learn how to give away
her authority instead of giving orders."
Matuzak listed the qualities that will be
found in the future global leadership which
Davis represents. The qualities like commitment, passion, the ability to communicate with meaning and the ability to create
a trusting environment.
"A passion to make a difference,"
Matuzak exclaimed.
In an unofficial student endorsement
acting Student Government president Stacie
Caven stated, " On behalf of the York Student Government and the entire student
body, we intend to work with you and we
appreciate and thank you."
Yet, it appeared Caven spoke too soon
for some students who attended the reception in the Academic Core building had dif-

ferent opinions.
"I don't know her," said Louisa
Augustus, Math and Secondary Education
Major. "She needs to make herself more
known to the students. She needs to walk
around the school. I didn't even know about
the symposium events and I thought the inauguration was by invite only."
Some students gave Davis the benefit of
the doubt.
"I do think she deserved this(the inauguration ceremony), but I couldn't attend since
I had a game today," said Autumn French,
Accounting Major and member of the
Women's Volleyball team.
Yet others were put off by the idea of a
long ceremony.
"I knew how long and boring it would
be," said Rodney Williams, Spirit Magazine
President. "I feel a distance between students and the President. 1 see a closer relationship between Student Government and
President Davis, than with students as a
whole."
In response to all these students, Davis
has firmly stated from the inception of this
inaugural ceremony and symposium that
these were opportunistic events for the York
students. A chance for them to at least hear,
if not meet, influential leaders such as
former Mayor Andrew Young of Atlanta
and Adelaide Sanford of the New York State
Board of Regents.
In her inaugural address Davis reiterated
the goals of her presidency, as well as the
initial problems she has faced.
The President stressed the importance of
the Vision, which is student and community
centered and can only succeed with open
communication. She highlighted the need

to make use of our global ethnicities by
interculturalizing, offering more language
study and incorporating these ideas into a
new curriculum,. In the Vision is also the
need to reaffirm traditions such as Founder's
Day and the singing of the Alma Mater,
which was sung on this day.
"As York College goes so goes Southeast Jamaica. We accept that as our challenge," stated Davis, in an outcry to the
York students that she knows will be the
leaders of tomorrow. "York College should
and must become more global."
Davis mentioned the struggle of Retrenchment and Early Retirement and also
her ethnicity and gender as the biggest obstacles of her presidency to dale.
"We must all learn to get along,"said
Davis. "We all have a spirit of supporting
each other.'*
She went on to say this is all necessary
if York is to become a true "oasis in the
community."
Though somewhat controversial, the
event provided an opportunity for students
to express themselves and Davis a moment
to embellish.
Streamers fell freely from the roof of the
Academic Core building as the participants
marched over to the reception. This represented the end of the formal aspect of the
day as well- wishers congratulated Davis.
There was nothing but talk of the upcoming evening festivities that would take place
at the Presidential Ball.
"It was real exciting and we're real proud
and happy for her as a family," said Mr.
Davis. "It was something that she worked
hard for and we were waiting for it to happen. We were glad it happened at York."

A Celebration OfCultural Unity Special Lecture On Chlamydia

Continued from page 1.
just how important it is to keep our heritage
alive and to teach it to our children."
However, some people left confused and
critical of the event.
"I wish we knew more about the inauguration than what we were told," said Jean
St. Claude, a student at York. "It seemed
like the president really didn't care if York
students were there or not. The only reason
I'm here is because I'm taking Saturday
classes. I heard there was something going
on across the street, so I came over."
In addition, children attending the ceremony had questions as to its purpose.
"I asked my mommy who that woman
on the throne was," said Stewart. "My
mommy said that she [Dr. Davis] was the
president of the school. She said that she
was the first Black woman president. I guess

that means she'll be in my textbooks."
When asked whether they felt that the
Enstoolment was appropriate as part of
Davis' inauguration, Hersch and Stewart
disagreed.
"As an African-American woman, it's
important for her to ensure our culture is
taught to our children and isn't forgotten,"
said Hersch. "As a leader, that responsibility is even greater."
Nonetheless, the enstoolment ceremony
proved to be an entertaining learning experience.
"Mommy said that this show was for her
to promise to be a good leader and to take
care of everybody," said Stewart. "I thought
that was her job. It shouldn't be such a big
deal. But, it was still fun."

Continued from page 5.
follows: an inflammation of the urethra that
causes painful urination or a discharge of
pus or mucus. In addition to that, a big pain
in the lower back can be experienced."
Babies whose mothers have not been
treated frequently contact Chlamydia
through the birth canal. About one-third of
the infected infants suffer from inclusion
conjunctivitis, which can lead to scarring of
the cornea and subsequent blindness. Up
to one-fifth of these infants can develop
pneumonia. Still others can suffer from the
other infections which can lead to brain
damage or even death.
The typical treatment of Chlamydia calls

for antibiotics such as tetracycline or erythromycin. These are usually easy to take and
offer quick results.
The lecture concluded with a discussion
that hammered home how dangerous
Chlamydia could be and how little York students know about it.
"I'm going to go to the clinic for a
Chlamydia test tomorrow," said one
woman, who attended the lecture. "That
seven dollars that I spend on the test, and a
couple more on the prescription, is just nothing compared to the pain and stress that me
and my family could experience."

CUNY Coalition For Students
With Disabilities
Frazier's Failed Senator Bid MEETING: November 6th
TIME:
11AM
ROOM:
1704
Continued from page 4.

he received tremendous support from his
family, friends, co-workers, students, and
the voting public in receiving 41 percent of
the primary vote. However, Frazier is not
definite about running again in the future.
"If I do decide to run in the future, I
would definitely start much earlier than I did

this time," said Frazier.
While Frazier's opponent in the primary
does not have any challenger come November 3, Frazier stated that he would be out
there to support all Democrats on the ballot.

360 Park Avenue (718) 763-8504
South Building, Between East 25th & 26th Sts.
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Extended Hours GRAD SEMINAR: Success Despite Disappointment

Continued from page 4.
for supervisory reasons.
"I encourage the students to utilize the
Library services so that this benefit continues," said Caven. "In future administrations
it will be automatic for them to give extended periods for study. I would like to
thank President Davis, Vice President
Molina and Chief Librarian Machalow for
being responsive to the students' needs."
Many students believe that the extension
of library hours are more than overdue.
"This is beneficial to the student population," said Patrick Jones, a fourth-year
mathematics major. "It is also long overdue
and it's definitely the best investment the
student government could have engaged in
for the start of a new term in office."
In addition, students feel that the extended library hours will enable them to
enhance their academic performance.
"Two more hours of dedicated and undisturbed work will be extremely helpful
toward attaining academic goals," said Linden Jacobs, a third-year accounting major.
"I will take advantage of the extension."

Continued from page 4.
Molina also addressed financing graduate school. " There are opportunities out
there for the different ethnic groups," he
said. "Students just need to know about
them. Cost should not be a barrier. I am
therefore optimistic about the seminar's
prospects."
Dr. Molina said his desire to motivate
undergraduate students to pursue higher
education goes beyond his role as an official of York College. His personal experiences have been a motivating force in his
life.
"I am the first member of my family to
have any kind of college degree," said
Molina. "The idea of graduate school didn't
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click until I was in my fourth year when my
wrestling coach talked to me about maximizing my potential. It is our responsibility to provide support to help our students
meet the requisite academic standards."
The "support" responsibility to which
Molina alluded deeply concerns students
like Ena Escallier, a business major in her
senior year. She is determined to attend
graduate school.
"By the time you are in your junior year,
you pretty much know what you want to do
in life," said Escallier. "I think that York
College could have done a better job in preparing its students for the possibility of
graduate school."
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She went on to say that she had considered graduate school in her senior year because her Co-op course had exposed her to
the job market. She discovered a higher
degree of competition than expected.
"I consider myself fortunate because I
was able to find out about graduate school
with relative ease," said Escallier. "But the
fact remains, I had to do it on my own. What
about the less fortunate junior students who
lack direction and need to know where
they're going and how to get there?"
Those students took a step in the right
direction when they attended the York College Graduate Seminar.
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Continued from page 8.
French accent, although he's playing an Italian character living in Spain, we learn that
Columbus was also passionate.
"You must learn to control your passions
Monsieur Columb," says his benefactor.
"Passion is something you cannot control,"
retorts Columbus. The rest of the dialogue
doesn't get much better.
Columbus eventually convinces Queen
Isabella, played routinely by Sigourney
Weaver, to finance his expedition. She does
so despite the covert opposition of her
charge d'affairs Sanchez (Armand Assante).
Later, just as the crew is on the verge of
mutiny, Columbus sights land. Amazingly,
the New World looks exactly like any deserted beach in the Caribbean. The indigenous people then discover the lost Columbus and his party. Depardieu's Columbus
(as opposed to the actual one) is a politically
correct liberal. So, he is surprisingly kind
to them. Eventually Columbus returns to
Spain. And, later still, he ventures again to
the New World.
This time, however, Columbus brings
many ships and about 1,500 Spaniards with
him. They begin to build a small city called
San Isabel. But he is subverted by the
rnosquitos and a bad guy named Moxica
(Michael Wincott), who looks and acts like
he just stepped off the set of Miami Vice.
Moxica turns the Native Americans
against Columbus, and San Isabel is burned
to the ground. Poor Columbus! His "Brave
New World" is turned to flames and he is
discredited at home.

I kept waiting for something to happen
in 1492. I wanted something to justify the
scope and length of this epic. But justification never comes.
The music heightens at all the appropriate moments and some of the scenes are
vaguely intoxicating. Yet, for all its ambitions, this is a rather conventional film.
To loosely paraphrase T.S. Eliot, the
movie ends not with a bang, but with an historically inaccurate whimper.

IRONICALLY, THE TIME TO START
SAVING FOR RETIREMENT IS WHEN IT LOOKS
LIKE YOU CAN LEAST AFFORD IT.

C

an't afford to save for retirement?
The truth is, you can't afford not to.
Not when you realize that your retirement
can last 20 to 30 years or more. You'll want
to live at least as comfortably then as you
do now. And that takes planning.
By starting to save now, you can take
advantage of tax-deferral and give your
money time to compound and grow.
Consider this: set aside just $100 each
month beginning at age 30 and you can
accumulate over $192,539* by the time
you reach age 65. But wait ten years and
you'll have to budget $227each month
to reach the same goal.

Even if you're not counting the years to
retirement, you can count on TIAA-CREF
to help you build the future you deserve—
with flexible retirement and tax-deferred
annuity plans, a diverse portfolio of investment choices, and a record of personal
service that spans 75 years.
Over a million people in education and
research put TIAA-CREF at the top of
their list for retirement planning. Why not
join them?
Call today and learn how simple it is
to build a secure tomorrow when you
have time and TIAA-CREF working on
your side.

Start planning your future. Call our Enrollment Hotline 1 800 842-2888.

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it.SM

^Assuming c 1 interest raid of 7.5% credited to TIAA Retirement Annuities. Tb'u rate is tided solely to show the power and effect of compounding. Lower or higher rates would
produce very different results. CREFcertificates are distributed by TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Service*).
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Men's Varsity Basketball Team Has Positive Outlook On Season
By D. Clarke
Reporter
The men's varsity basketball team looks
to improve on last's year's performance
when they kick off their new campaign on
November 20 at the Widener University
Tournament.
"I expect to have a winning season," said
Coach Ronald St. John. "And, if we avoid
academic problems and our key players stay
eligible, we should surprise some folks and
finish over .500."
Coach St. John has chalked up three winning seasons during his five-year tenure and
he emphasized the need to turn the intensity up a notch this time around. This year
St. John is very eager to see the Cardianls
advance to the finals of the CUNY tournament.
"Last year the team record was 11-13 and
we made it to the semi-finals," said St. John.
"This year I would like to see the Cardinals
in the championship game."
The Cardinals have made it to the semifinals many other times, but they have not
competed in a championship game since
1977.
The last three years Hunter College
has defeated York during the semi-finals.
St. John anticipates an intense struggle
whenever York and Hunter collide.
"Last year Hunter stopped us in the semifinals," said St. John. "This year they will
be caught off guard and defeated."
Unfortunately, the Cardinals lost some

Coach Ron St. John (center) prepares his Cardinals for battle during a time
out in last year's CUNY tournament.
players due to academic problems. This has
had an adverse affect on the team in the past.
Academic accomplishments, according to
St. John, is the most important part of a
player's college experience.
"I want my players to be excellent on and
off the court," said St. John. "I want them
to obtain their degrees and become success-

ful after leaving York."
Aside from stressing academic excellence with his players, St. John works toward making an overall impression throughout the conference.
"I have earned the nickname of 'Pat
Riley' in the CUNY Conference because I
am always seen wearing a suit and tie," said

St. John.
With the combined efforts of the coaching staff, veteran players, and new recruits,
a productive season seems inevitable.
This year the Cardinals arc expected to
llourish under the leadership of team captain Mark Evans and point guard Anthony
Landry. Mike Nicholson, playing the forward position, will supply a powerful inside
game. In addition, the team expects to utilize the talents of Chris Ratcliff, a strong,
6'7" recruit from St. Thomas.
Although there are high expectations for
the team, it is difficult to tell just how good
the team will be until after the tryouts. Due
to the new NCAA format, tryouts will begin on November 1. This may cause some
problems for the team because the season
begins only two short weeks later.
"Even though we face these potential
problems, I know that we will give 110%,"
said St. John.
Aside from having an intense concern for
team cooperation and spirit, St. John hopes
the entire York community will support the
team.
"I feel that student support is not only
good for the team, but also for the school in
general," said St. John. "When students
support a school team, they show that they
care about their fellow students and the
school's reputation. It also results in a winning spirit and a closer school community.
Besides, the tickets are free!"

INVEST YOURSELF IN A GROWTH ENTERPRISE
The Claretians invite you to explore a
career with rewards beyond measure.
Where ignorance, poverty and injustice
oppress people, you could help them
stand taller. Our prize-winning
newsletter, Word One, tells about
careers in religion and social action.
We'll send it to you free. Phone 1-800328-65IS toll-free and ask for Terry or
mail the coupon today.

To Word One, Room 1005
205 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60606
Please send me your FREE religion
and social action newsletter.
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A Roman Catholic community of
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